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Ransom Oaks

Who-to-Call
INFORMATION If you have questions, 
problems, comments, or concerns:

• 	Charlesgate or Glen Oak 
Clover Management, 688.4503

• 	Briarwoods, Forest Edge, or Wood-
gate Andruschat Real Estate Service, 
688.4757

• 	Ransom Oaks Architectural Mat-
ters (regarding Single-family homes 
ONLY!) Mike Deck, 406.8557

• 	Ransom Oaks Facilities Manager 
(including Clubhouse Rentals)              
Tom and Kathy Halter, 691.7352

• 	Comments President of R.O.C.C.,  
Mark Walsh, 636.6242

• 	Vandalism, Animal Control or 
Security Concerns Amherst Police, 
689.1311

• 	Swormville Fire, 688.7055

2	 Ransom Oaks Board of Directors

3	 Facilities Report: Tom & Kathy Halter

4	 Around Town: July Events

5	 Summer Lawn Care Tips

7	 How to Advertise with Ransom Oaks

A1	Ransom Oaks: Resident’s Insert

In This Issue

Happy July 4th!
The Ransom Oaks Board of Directors consists of volunteers & 

residents who are elected to office by a vote 
of the ROCC membership. They strive to keep 
Ransom Oaks strong and vital for the com-
ing generations and invite you to attend any 
monthly meeting, as listed on the back cover 
of each newsletter. n

Ransom Oaks... a great place to live.

Resident’s 
Forum

Summer is in full swing! Finally, I say!

Please remember our young ones who 
sometimes forget to “look before they 
leap” into the street to collect a ball or 
cross the street to meet a friend.

Especially around 
our pools and 
playgrounds it’s easy 
to get excited and 
forget - young or old.

Let’s take a page 
from our southern 
friends and slow 
down, enjoy these 

fantastic Western New York days of 
summer.

Let’s make this a safe and fun summer!n

Schools Out 
Drive Carefully

Thank You!
Ransom Oaks Garage Sale
“The ROCC Board would like to express 
our sincere thanks to Maureen Mirand 
for the outstanding job she did on the 
Garage Sale. All her efforts organizing, 
publicizing, and coordinating made the 
whole event an outstanding success. 
And it was good for Ransom Oaks!” n

Volunteers...
Needed for our Community Party, 

Wednesday July 16
Contact Tom & Kathy Halter

Interested in getting involved?

Not sure how to go about it?

There is an immediate vacancy on the 
Ransom Oaks Board of Directors.  Any 
resident in good standing is eligible to 
fill the position.  

If you are interested in volunteering, 
contact the ROCC President, Mark 
Walsh at 636-6542, mwalsh@
ransomoaks.com.

Ransom Oaks
Board of Director
Vacancy
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Ransom Oaks Board of Directors
RANSOM OAKS is a planned community of 1,100 families. We value its location
and believe it is a great place to live and raise a family.

Mark Walsh, President 	 636.6242 	 mwalsh@ransomoaks.com

Gene Zambarda, Vice President 	 689.0924 	 gzambarda@ransomoaks.com

Jim Golding, Treasurer 	 689.4919 	 jgolding@ransomoaks.com

Pete Calinski, Secretary 	 688.1871 	 pcalinski@ransomoaks.com

Michael Deck, Architectural 	 689.0988 	 mdeck@ransomoaks.com

Tom Meldrum, Landscaping 	 639.7364 	 tmeldrum@ransomoaks.com

James Burke, P/R Communications 	 913.8381	 jburke@ransomoaks.com

Andrzej Ogiba, Facilities 	 688.8016	 aogiba@ransomoaks.com

Forrest Benson, At Large 	 688.4688 	 fbenson@ransomoaks.com 

RANSOM OAKS COMMUNITY CORPORATION (R.O.C.C.) Board of Directors
consists of volunteer residents who are elected to office by a vote of the ROCC
membership. The Board meets monthly at the Greenwood Drive Recreation Area,
see calendar. Residents are welcome and encouraged to attend. n

Ransom Oaks Staff
Kathy & Tom Halter, Facilities Managers 	 691.7352 	 thalter@ransomoaks.com

Terry Collins, News Editor/Designer 	 980.5470	 newsletter@ransomoaks.com

Ransom Oaks Baby-sitting Information Network
Ransom Oaks residents may participate in the ROBIN network. TEENS to be
added to the list, email your name, age, street and phone number by the monthly
deadline listed in the each newsletter to newsletter@ransomoaks.com. Please also 
indicate if you have completed the courses listed below.

Names will remain on file and printed monthly unless you request to be removed. 
PARENTS be sure to personally interview prospective baby-sitters and check their 
references. Neither the R.O.C.C. Board of Directors nor the Editor are responsible for the 
integrity, maturity, or abilities of those listed as qualified baby-sitters. n

Name	 Age	 Phone #	 Completed Red Cross Babysitting Course
Anna Bartlett	 14	 639.8220	 no
Sydney Deck	 14	 689.0988	 yes
Jenna DiLiberta	 13	 689.1150	 yes
Shannon Gestwick	 13	 639.7703	 yes
Alison Harris	 13	 689.3050	 yes
Elanor Harris	 15	 689.3050	 no
Claire Hayden	 17	 688.1751	 yes
Abby Karaszewski	 12	 636.4617	 yes
Kendyl Kratzer	 15	 689.3234	 yes
Amanda Kwandras	 15	 689.0450	 yes
Sydney McKinley	 14	 636.7452	 yes
Maria Merrill	 15	 688.6413	 no
Katie Plummer	 22	 380.7279	 yes
Lauren Sheppard	 15	 636.1798	 no
Stephanie Sheppard	 12	 636.1798	 yes
Hannah Schwallie	 13	 857.0881	 yes
Kendal Smith	 16	 689.2164	 no
Lauren Trautwein	 15	 200-2811	 no	
Catherine Walkowski	 13	 688.7994	 yes
Kayla Zugermayr	 14	 601.8817	 yes	

Join the list! Send your name and birth 
date (and age if you prefer) to newsletter@
ransomoaks.com.   The list will remain on 
file and printed annually unless you re-
quest to be removed. Please let us know 
if someone has moved. n

Happy Birthday!
Our
July
Friends

Leah Heffter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           14 
July 1
Nina Santarpia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        17 
July 1
Nicole Attea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           20 
July 2
Bonnie Orr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                
July 2
Robert Hawkins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       13 
July 4
Julianna Hogg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          6
July 4
Connor Stroth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         11 
July 4
Jillian Drake . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           27 
July 6
Ryan Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           24 
July 7
Isabelle Ann Ciambella . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 13 
July 7
Jessica Prater . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          21 
July 13
Anna Grace Planter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     8 
July 13
T. Zachary Cook  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       21 
July 14
Ashley Dixon-McMillan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                25 
July 14
John Tirone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           18 
July 17
Sydney Capote . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        18 
July 17
William Greiner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        19 
July 19
Colin Flanagan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        22 
July 22
Jerry Tubbs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               
July 22
Kaitlyn Hogg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          14 
July 25
Tessa Santarpia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        15 
July 26
Ijeoma Obianwu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       19 
July 28
Tyler Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           20 
July 29
Keifer McKinley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8 
July 29
Peter Gerace III . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        14 
July 30
Cameron Agro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         10 
July 30 
Taylor McEachon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      19 
July 31
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Community Party
Egg Hunt 

& 
Cookout

Wednesday, July 
16th

6:30-8:00

Eveningwood 
Recreation Facility

OPEN TO ALL RANSOM OAKS 
COMMUNITY MEMBERS

Mark your calendar & join us for 
this community evening of fun.

Ransom Oaks

Around 
Ransom Oaks
Girl Scout? Boy Scout? School Group? 
Church Group? Volunteer? 

Let us know what’s going on with your 
group and we can feature you in the 
newsletter. 

Have an event coming up you’d like 
to publicize? Let us know and we can 
include your event in an upcoming 
Ransom Oaks News issue.

It’s easy... drop an email to 
newsletter@ransomoaks.com. n

Ransom Oaks

Facilities 
Report 

We hope everyone is enjoying the facilities 
this summer.  Swimming Lessons, Swim 
Club, and Art/Crafts started the last week 
in June.  Hopefully the weather for the month of July will be great!  Session III 
Swimming Lessons will begin the week of July 21st.  

At last month’s board meeting there was a discussion was about showering at 
recreation facilities.  Please use the shower before and after swimming.  We 
would ask that you do not bring shampoo or body soap to the facilities.  This 
shower is to be used for rinsing before and after using the pool.

Don’t forget that if you are planning a private party at any of the pools, you 
should begin by checking the website for availability.  Then contact Kathy 
Halter to finalize the reservation.  Please allow a two-week notice.  All parties 
are to be scheduled after pool hours.

The guards have been asked to check tags at all pools.  When you enter the 
pool, you should sign-in and show your tag to the guard.  Tags should be 
brought to the pool every time you visit.  In addition, tags should not be lent 
to non-residents.  If a non-resident is caught wearing a tag, the tag will be 
taken!  Your guest card should be used for visitors.  When you are asked to 
show your tag, please do not give the guard a hard time they are doing what 
has been requested by the Ransom Oaks Board of Directors.

Lastly, we would like to plan an adult activity in the coming months.  If you 
are interested in chairing an event please give us a call.  We are open to your 
ideas and think it would be great for the adults in the community to get 
together.
 We hope you all have a safe and enjoyable summer using all of the facilities.

Tom and Kathy Halter 
Ransom Oaks Facilities Managers  
716.691.7352  n

Private Swim 
Lessons

Available at all pools
If you are interested in private 
swim lessons for children/adults, 
please contact any of the guards 
at your favorite pool.  

The cost is 
$15.00 for a 40 
minute lesson.

Imagination Station
Monday to Friday, 1:00-4:30 & 6:00-8:00pm
June 30th - August 15th

Ages-12 and under (children 5 and 
under must be supervised by someone 
13 years or older at all times)

A parent or guardian must register 
child at playground site on first day of 
participation or pre-register. All 
participants must have a current 
Town Of Amherst Youth & Recreation 
Department ID.  

Games, arts & crafts, athletics and 
special events will be offered.  We will 
be closed July 4th and whenever there 
is a threat of a thunderstorm, during 

heavy rain, or when the grounds are 
not safe, or any other safety concerns.

Staff supervision is provided, but this 
program is designed as a drop-in 
recreation program, not day care.  
Children are free to enter and leave 
without the permission of a supervisor.

The playmobile will be coming with tie 
dye and many other cool things!

Playmobile Dates 1-4:15pm

6/30-7/3 Playmobile 2, 7/21-7/25 
Playmobile 1, 8/4 - 8/8 Playmobile 
2,8/11-8/15 Playmobile 1 (closes at 
3pm 8/15)

Contact Information: Jennifer Reed,  
689-1404, jreed@amherst.ny.us n
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Around Town

July Events
Story of Buffalo Free 
Guided Docent Tours
July 3-7, 10-14, 17-19, 21, 24-28 
12-1pm
CanalSide
Free guided walking tours about the 
history of Canalside, the Erie Canal, 
and Buffalo’s Waterfront. Tours meet 
in the Historic Ruins. 

Presented by Friends of the Buffalo 
Story and Americorps

Cost: free. Details: http://www.
canalsidebuffalo.com.n

Americana Days
Saturday July 12, 10:30 - 4:30, 
Sunday July 13, 12:30 - 4:30
Buffalo Niagara Heritage Village

Celebrate America’s greatest 
traditions and pastimes at this 
family friendly event. Food, games, 
educational activities, live music, fair 
and farm stand favorites, and much 
more!

Cost: $8 for adults  $6 for seniors & 
military  $4 for children 12 & under  
Members are free Details: http://
www.bnhv.orgn

RealtyUSA Williamsville • 914 Maple Road, Williamsville, NY 14221• 716-689-8100 

Call Maureen Mirand
Your 

Ransom Oaks Realtor®

Accredited Staging Professional
716-866-9959 | mmirand@realtyusa.com

What’s My Home Worth?  What Features Sell A Home? 
What Can I Do To Prepare To Sell?

If you want answers to these questions...

Local Knowledge, Innovative Marketing, Professional Negotiation – call Maureen now!

Buffalo’s Lawless District 
Tour
Saturdays thru Sept 6 (excluding 
June 21 ) 7-9pm
CanalSide

This tour focuses on the lawless days 
of Buffalo’s Canal District.  Unknown 
to many locals, Buffalo’s waterfront 
was referred to as “…the most evil 
square mile in America.”  A lively, vice 
ridden and dangerous area existed 
near the site of today’s Canalside that 
featured more than 100 saloons and 
nearly 90 brothels.  Our tour unearths 
the truth about this colorful, yet 
deadly neighborhood that sailors, 
prostitutes and con men called home.

Cost: $15, reservations required. 
Details: http://buffalohistorytours.
com/canalside-tours.nFarmers’ Market at the 

Mill
Saturdays thru October 25th, 
8am -12:30pm
Williamsville Water Mill

Local produce, crafts, flowers, baked 
goods and more for sale at the 
Historic Mill.n

SINCERELY YOURS: 
Treasures Of The Queen City

Saturday, July 5–Sunday, 
September 14, 2014
Albright Knox Art Gallery

Celebrate America’s greatest 
traditions and pastimes at this 
family friendly event. Food, games, 
educational activities, live music, fair 
and farm stand favorites, and much 
more!

Cost: Museum entry,  Details: http://
www.albrightknox.orgn
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DONATE your gently used furniture, 
tools, appliances, housewares, bldg 
materials, fixtures to HABITAT for 

HUMANITY.  Call for a pickup at 852-
6607 x203 or visit our ReStore at 

501 Amherst St., Buffalo, NY.

Commercial/Residential MrMeticulousLandscape.com
Lawn & Bed Maintenance • Landscape Design •                                                         • Retainer Walls & Pavers • Snow Plowing/Lawn Cutting 

with coupon

$30 OFF 
Seasonal Lawn Maintenance

with coupon

$250 OFF 
Landscape Installation

636-1130
Early

Summer
Special

Classified Ads
An item to sell

or
a service to offer? 

Try Ransom Oaks News    
Advertising

Mark Your Calendar
Independence  

Day  
July 4

Ramadan 
Ends 
July 27

Bastille Day
July 14

Community
Party 

July 16

AMHERST HANDYMAN
House service & repairs. No job too small. 

25 years experience, FREE estimate. 
Available nights & weekends.  

Reliable fixing at your convenience.  
Call ANDRE 688-8016 or 597-7655.  

Ransom Oaks Resident

BOB STEPHENS HUCK
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Complete Plumbing Service for Western New York
Repairs & Remodeling 632.1149

Sewer & Drain Cleaning • Water Tanks • Sewer & Water Lines • Hot Water Heaters • Sump Pumps 
High Pressure Sewer Jetting • Gas Lines Installed & Repaired • Trenching • Wet Basements/Yards

Commercial • Residential • 7 Days a Week• Licensed & Insured • Member BBB since 1967

Mention this ad &
SAVE $15.00 

on any service

Summer Lawn Care Tips
Mowing Tips
Raise your mower blade in the summer. Taller grass is more drought-tolerant, 
grows deeper roots, and helps shade the earth to prevent weed seeds from 
germinating. Cool-season grasses should be mowed at 3”- 4” during the 
summer, or as high as your blade will go, while warm-season grasses should 
be mowed at 2”- 3”.

Mulching grass clippings helps keep moisture levels steady.

Mow regularly, to prevent cutting more than 1/3 of the grass blade at a time. 
This keeps your grass healthier and prevents the clippings from smothering 
the grass.

Don’t Over Fertilize
If your lawn is looking straggly in midsummer, resist the urge to fertilize. In 
fact, it’s best to stop fertilizing about 30 days before your area’s summer 

temperatures arrive. Applying extra fertilizer in the heat of summer can burn 
your lawn and create a flush of tender growth that will struggle in the hot 
summer weather. Never fertilize dormant lawns – wait until they green up in 
the fall.

Excerpted from http://www.todayshomeowner.com/summer-lawn-care-guide/ 

Thank You for Supporting our Newsletter 
Advertisers.
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To take advantage of the opportunity 
to affordably reach over 1,100 residents, 
please follow the guidance below to start 
advertising your business or service in the 
Ransom Oaks News: 

1. Call or email:
Terry Collins, Editor, 980.5470,
newsletter@ransomoaks.com

2. Write check to: Ransom Oaks 
Community Corporation or pay via 
PayPal to payments@ransomoaks.com.  
Indicate which month(s) to apply your 
payment.

3. Mail payment to:  Terry Collins,  
P.O. Box 1356, Grand Island NY 14072

4. Deadline: All ad payments, 
graphics and ad verbiage must be 
received by the 15th of month prior 
to publication. Without receipt of 
payment by the 15th of month prior, 
the ad will not run.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES
Promote your service or sell an item.
Thirty word maximum per ad.
RESIDENTS:  n  $8/mo.
NON-RESIDENTS:  n $11/mo.

DISPLAY AD RATES
n	 2 Col. (4.75” x 1.5” high) Ad: $37/mo.
n	 2 Col. (4.75” x  3” high) Ad: $65/mo.
n 	 1/3 Page Ad: 3 Col. x 3” $85/mo.
n 	 1/2 Page Ad: 3 Col. x 4.5” $125/mo.
n	 2/3 Page Ad: 3 Col. x 6” $155/mo.
n  	Full Page Ad: 3 Col. x 9.5” $235/mo.
Bakers Dozen - Buy any 12 months of 
single-size ad & receive 1 month free

Advertising Notes
Residents who place an ad in the Ransom 
Oaks News will no longer receive a 
duplicate copy mailed to their home. 
This is in an effort to be more green 
by not generating extra paper to be 
recycled and to reduce costs associated 
with printing.n 
Note: The R.O.C.C. 
Board of Directors 
and Staff do not 
necessarily have 
personal knowledge, 
nor are they able to 
recommend the advertisers who choose 
to advertise in this newsletter. n

Ransom Oaks

How to Advertise With Us . . .

Lois Robinson-Fullam 
Licensed  Associate Real Estate Broker 

30 Year Resident of Ransom Oaks 

Serving the Needs of   
Ransom Oaks Buyers & Sellers  

for Over 20 Years. 
 

Direct: 445-2563 
 

Lois.Robinson@huntrealestate.com 
8780 Sheridan Drive  

Williamsville, NY 14221 Ofc. 633-5350 

This ad spot could be yours!

Reach over 1100 Ransom Oaks homes each month.
It take seven “touches” to close a sale.

Ransom Oaks News, a cost-effective “touch.”
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Car Corner
Did you 
know?  . . .
Summer vacations are a popular time 
for road trips. 

Here are five easy things to check 
before you hit the road:

1.	 Check your tire pressure.
2.	 Change the oil.
3.	 Top off your fluids.
4.	 Check your belts for wear & replace 

any that need it.
5.	 Check the windshield wipers & 

replace if necessary. 
Best wishes for a safe trip!n

Afforable  Advertising

Cell: (716) 830-8787
JulieBrown@me.com
www.JulieBrownWNY.com

Julie Brown
  L i c e n s e d  R e a l  E s t a t e  S a l e s p e r s o n

914 Maple Rd., Williamsville, NY 14221 

• Ransom Oaks resident for 20+ years
• Member of RealtyUSA’s President’s Club
• Recognized for Sales & Service Excellence

Leveraging today’s technology to 
help clients buy & sell homes.

 Family Owned Since 1989 
 Dealer Alternative 
 Fixed Right the First Time 
 Friendly, Knowledgeable Staff 
 Full Automobile Service 

(behind Carubba Collision) 

9200 Transit Rd * E. Amherst  
688-0402 WE FIX IT ALL 

 
New York State Inspection 

Oil Changes 
Brakes 
Exhaust 

Wheel Alignments 
Air Conditioning 

Electrical & Diagnostics 
Maintenance 

Tune-ups 
And Much More Bruce Weiss-Owner 

 

Not applicable with other specials or discounts,  
minimum purchase $75, see store for details, Expires 

8/31/14 

$25.00 OFF 
Any purchase  

Celebrating 25 Years in 
Business 

689-4444Free Estimates Call
www.oldfashionedhousepainting.com

    Licensed, Insured & an A+ Member of 
the Better Business Bureau.

    Family owned & operated since 1975.

    Customer satisfaction guaranteed.

    Senior & Military discounts available.

Serving 
WNY for over 

35 years!

Full-Service Painting Contractors - 
interior, exterior & repairs

We Scrape, Prime, Caulk, Reglaze 
Windows & Paint all surfaces by 

hand the old fashioned way!
Siding Repair & Repaint



J u l y
P l e a s e  v i s i t  o u r  w e b  s i t e  a t  w w w . r a n s o m o a k s . c o m

Next ROCC Meeting:
Monday • July 14, 2014
6:30pm @ Greenwood Facility.

MEETINGS begin at 6:30pm at the 
Greenwood Drive Recreation Center 
the 2nd Monday of each month except  
Oct 2014.  

RESIDENTS are welcome and encour-
aged to attend. 

R.O.C.C. Covenants & Restrictions documents  
are available free of charge to residents who  
attend their community meeting, otherwise there 
is a $20.00 fee.  Monthly meeting are held at the 
Greenwood Drive Recreation Center, unless  
noted otherwise. n

2014 Meetings
July 14 
August 11
September 8

July 15 
Deadline for

Ransom Oaks News
August issue

PRESORTED
STANDARD 

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

GETZVILLE, NY
PERMIT NO. 9

ECRWSS POSTAL CUSTOMER

Ransom Oaks
Community Corporation
101 Ransom Oaks Drive
East Amherst, NY 14051

Charlesgate Meeting:
second Wednesday of each month.
Forest Edge Meeting:
fourth Tuesday of each month.

INFORMATION If you have questions,
problems, comments, or concerns:
• Charlesgate or Glen Oak
	 Clover Management, 688.4503
• Briarwoods, Forest Edge, or Woodgate
	 Andruschat Real Estate Service, 

688.4757
• Vandalism, Animal Control or Security 

Concerns Amherst Police, 689.1311
• Swormville Fire, 688.7055

October 14 (Tuesday)
November 10
December 8


